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How a Bail Bond Works

Five parties, one promise: the defendant will come back to court.

Defendant Bail agent Surety

The person released. State-licensed. Writes the Insurance or bonding
Promises to attend every bond, checks in with the company that financially

court date. defendant, and handles guarantees the full bail
forfeitures. amount.
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PREMIUM + SIGNED AGREEMENT POWER OF ATTORNEY BACKS EACH BOND
Indemnitor

Cosigner. Pays the
premium, may pledge
collateral, and is liable if the
defendant skips.
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BOND FILED WITH THE COURT

Court

Releases the defendant and holds the guarantee until the case ends.

DEFENDANT APPEARS DEFENDANT MISSES COURT NOT RETURNED IN TIME
Bond is exonerated. Nobody owes the court Bond is forfeited. The agent works to return the The surety pays the court and can recover the loss
anything more. defendant within the state's deadline. from the indemnitor and collateral.

Simplified illustration. In some states bail is regulated by a board or court rather than an insurance department, and a few states do not allow commercial bail bonds at all.
Sources: Cal. Ins. Code § 1800; Cal. Penal Code §§ 1305, 1306; California Department of Insurance.
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