
Collateral Types & How You Get It Back

COMMON  FORMS  OF  COLLATERAL

Cash or cashier's check

Held in a trust or collateral account and refunded

by check.

Real estate

Secured by a deed of trust or mortgage, released

by recording a reconveyance.

Vehicle title

Title held by the agent, sometimes with a lien

recorded.

Card authorization

A hold or authorization that is cancelled when the

bond ends.

Savings, CDs or bonds

Assigned or held until exoneration.

Valuables

Jewelry or other property, where the agent accepts

it, with a written inventory.

RELEASE  PROCESS

STEP  1

Case ends or
bond is
replaced
Sentencing, dismissal,

acquittal, or a new bond

is posted.

STEP  2

Court
exonerates the
bond
The clerk records that the

surety's obligation is

over.

STEP  3

Agent confirms
exoneration
Ask the clerk for a copy

and send it to the agent

to speed things up.

STEP  4

Balances
settled
Any unpaid premium or

agreed costs under the

contract are resolved.

STEP  5

Collateral
returned
Cash refunded, titles

handed back, liens and

deeds released. Sign a

return receipt.

COLLATERAL  IS  NOT  THE  PREMIUM  →  the premium pays for the bond and is kept;

collateral is security and comes back when obligations are met.

IT  CAN  BE  USED  I F  →  the defendant skips and the bond is forfeited, or contract

costs go unpaid. Read the collateral receipt and agreement before signing.

Common practice only. What an agent accepts, how collateral is held, and the deadline to return it are set by state law, the surety and your written agreement. Get an itemized collateral receipt, keep

a copy of the exoneration, and contact your state regulator if collateral isn't returned.

Sources: Cal. Code Regs. tit. 10, §§ 2088, 2088.2, 2089; Pa. R. Crim. P. 528; California Department of Insurance.
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What agents commonly accept, and the steps to release it when the bond ends.


